
Finishing the job: What we have to do. 



Nearing our destination 

The Ecclesbourne Valley Railway is approaching the 

conclusion of a ten-year project to restore the 

railway from Duffield to Wirksworth. 

We are now in a race to complete our journey 

before a change in legislation on how railways are 

inspected.  We are looking to raise £50,000 to allow 

us to complete our works by the beginning of 

September 2010. 

Here you can learn what it is we have to do, why 

weõre doing it and how, if you wish, you can help. 

The Price Tag.  

We have put a 

price tag against 

each item we need 

to complete.  Near 

the end of this 

guide, we have 

listed the costs.  

£25,000
 



What we have to do 
 

With very few days remaining 

to our target of completing 

works by early September 

2010, the list of tasks remaining 

includes some significant 

activities.  These include: 

1. Replace worn-out rails; 

2. Replacement of as many 

as 1,500 sleepers; 

3. Spreading several hundred 

tonnes of ballast to 

stabilise the track; 

4. Tamping the track to 

ensure it is smooth and 

perfectly level; 

5. Commissioning of 

signalling and pointwork 

to ensure safe and 

controlled operation of 

trains at Duffield; 

6. Finishing nearly 20 miles 

of lineside fencing, all of 

which must be trespass, 

stock and vandal-proof; 

7. Raising and refurbishing 

the station platform at 

Duffield to give safe and 

trip-free access to our 

trains and provide a 

connection to the main-

line platform. 

One of the first stretches of 

line to be re-laid and 

refurbished was here at 

Gorsey Bank in Wirksworth. 

The view on the left shows 

the line six months earlier. 

This track is now used as part 

of our vehicle testing business. 



Fixing the Track 

By the time we finish work at 

Duffield, we shall have replaced 

some 4,500 sleepers at an 

average cost of £25 each over 

four years. 

In some areas, we have 

replaced sleepers on a case-by-

case basis, while at other 

locations such as here at 

Shottle, our volunteers 

replaced ¼ mile of track in a 

one week-long exercise. 

Unfortunately, even the rails 

can rot.  Rails exposed to 

moisture can ôwaste awayõ, 

while track on curves can be 

ôside-cutõ (worn-away at the 

edge) and must be replaced. 

£10,000
 


